Docy Sept 27 

Wed 27 Sept 

read; Ellis, Ch 2 & 3 (12-44); Rothman in Grant (23-39); Nichols eh 5 (82-98) 
Present and Past 

Fall of the Romanov Dynasty USSR, Esfir Schub, (exerpt) VHS RTF 

CONTEXT 

AUDIENCE 

Nobility, elite 
Workers and peasants 
Repurposing 


Nanook of the North (Robert Flaherty, US 1922) RTF 

The ‘behind the scenes’ deteails 

What is the importance of this info? 

Is it “TRUE" 

WHAT WAS THE REASON FOR MAKING THIS FILM? 


CMS Assignment-ethical issues in contemporary doc’y 
1. Fri 29 Sept 

CMS Assignment—ethical issues in contemporary doc’y 

Using Nichols chapter on ethical issues as a starting point, choose an appropriate 
contemporary documentary and discuss what issues it raises and what rhetorical 
strategies it employs to make its point. Some examples: 

Spike Lee, After the Levees Broke (HBO, current) 

Patricia Foulkrod, The Ground Truth (Iraq combat aftermatch) 

Kirby Dick, This Film is Not Yet Rated (The MPAA ratings system) 

Errol Morris, The Fog of War (on Robert Macnamara, Sec’y of Defense during Vietnam 
War) 

Judith Helfand, Blue Vinyl (toxic pollution in vinyl siding) 

Andrew Jarecki, Capturing the Friedmans (questionable accusations of pedophilic 
assault) 

Davis Guggenheim, An Inconvenient Truth (Gore on environmental issues) 

Morgan Spurlock, Supersize Me (McDonald’s) 



If in doubt, choose a Michael Moore documentary and do a quick search for the 
controversies that surround his film s . 

Roger and Me 
Bowling for Columbine 
Fahrenheit 9/11 


GRADS—email me re readings 


Mon 2 Oct 

read: Feldman in Grant (40-54); Nichols ch.2 (20-41). 
Socialist/Constructivist City Symphony 

The Man With A Movie Camera USSR 70 min. Vertov/Slivova, RTF 




